An 8-year-old boy developed proctitis. Rectal swabs yielded a Neisseria sp. that was repeatedly identified by API (Analytab Products, Plainview, N.Y.), Minitek (BBL Microbiology Systems, Cockeysville, Md.), and Bactec (Johnston Laboratories, Towson, Md.) 
Gonococcal proctitis in children is usually considered to be sexually transmitted, just as it is in adults. Moreover, gonorrhea in young boys is generally the result of homosexual contact with an adult male. We herein report the case of a child with prolonged proctitis and perianal inflammation from whom Neisseria sp. was repeatedly cultured and repeatedly misidentified as Neisseria gonorrhoeae. The importance of correct identification of suspicious Neisseria sp. colonies isolated from the genital or rectal sites of a child is stressed.
CASE REPORT
The patient is an 8-year-old boy who developed proctitis and perianal dermatitis in January 1983. He was first seen by his family physician in February with signs of anal pruritus and rectal discharge. Treatment with topical agents and systemic antimicrobial agents was without effect; culture of the discharge yielded ,-hemolytic streptococci (not identified further), Staphylococcus aureus, and Escherichia coli. this study was discontinued soon after initiation of this investigation and could therefore not be retested with reference laboratory organisms.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Confusion in the literature in the identification of N. cinerea with N. gonorrhoeae has been noted previously (3, 4) . Of all Neisseria spp., N. cinerea is most likely to be confused as a glucose-negative strain N. gonorrhoeae (4) . N. cinerea may be further differentiated from N. gonorrhoeae by lack of production of immunoglobulin A protease (not tested in the current study), colistin susceptibility, and growth on tryptic soy and Mueller-Hinton agars (4) . All N. cinerea strains thus far tested yield negative gonococcal serology with commercial tests, grow on tryptic soy and Mueller-Hinton agars, and are susceptible to a 10-,ug colistin disk. However, preliminary information indicates that colistin susceptibility may be simpler and more discriminatory than agar growth, since a few N. cinerea strains take several days to grow well on tryptic soy agar; additionally, one strain of N. cinerea has been encountered which only grew on tryptic soy and Mueller-Hinton agars after several subcultures over several months (1; Knapp, unpublished data).
All N. gonorrhoeae strains tested thus far do not grow on simple agars and are resistant to colistin, but commercial serological diagnostic tests for N. gonorrhoeae do not detect all gonococcal strains (2; J. P. Libonati, R. L. Leilich, and L. Loomis, Abstr. Annu. Meet. Am. Soc. Microbiol. 1983, C19, p. 314). Therefore, for problem strains such as the one described here, we recommend primary screening for N. gonorrhoeae with a commercial serological reagent; strains with negative results should then be tested further for colistin susceptibility and growth on agars, and only organisms that are susceptible to colistin and grow on simple agars should be sent to a reference laboratory for identity confirmation. In the current case, owing to lack of knowledge of the existence of N. cinerea, the additional tests outlined above were not studied in the laboratories that first encountered the organism. In retrospect, performance of these simple tests would have shed light on the nongonococcal nature of the Neisseria sp. at an earlier stage, obviating the evaluation for sexual abuse.
Positive glucose reactions for N. cinerea in commercial kits, as noted in the current study, are an additional source of confusion between the two species. Recently, Boyce and co-workers (J. M. Boyce, E. B. Mitchell, Jr., and J. S. Knapp, Program Abstr. Intersci. Conf. Antimicrob. Agents Chemother. 1984, Washington, D.C., abstr. no. 123, p. 111) have found that five strains of N. cinerea were positive for glucose and negative for maltose and fructose when tested by the Bactec Neisseria spp. differentiation kit. Results showed that N. gonorrhoeae produced '4C-labeled gas significantly faster than did N. cinerea, suggesting that the two organisms use different pathways for glucose metabolism. Further studies of 14C-labeled gas production by N. gonorrhoeae and N. cinerea are needed to permit better differentiation of the two species by the Bactec method. Thus, the Bactec system may provide a means for differentiating N.
cinerea from the other neisserias that fail to produce acid in conventional media such as those used in the current study (Table 1) . We have no details on the exact pathway of glucose metabolism by N. cinerea at this time or on the reasons for positive glucose reactions in the Minitek system. The reactions listed in Table 1 represent standard conventional carbohydrate oxidation methodology performed in
